HSA Helpful Hints

1. Read very carefully.

2. Think about the problem

3. Pace yourself.

4. Clear your mind.

5. Erase your answers well when you change an answer.

6. Bring extra pencils and erasers.

7. Don’t leave answers blank. Make your best guess.

8. Eat a good breakfast.

9. Remember key words such as point of intersection, rate of change, y-intercept, slope, range, domain, IQR, Q1, Q3, median, maximum, minimum, and mode, 

10. Bring extra batteries along with your calculator. Make sure that your calculator is set appropriately, Clear out your lists and set the modes correctly.

11. Remember to justify and explain on ECRs and BCRs.

12. If you get stuck then skip the problem and return to it latter.

13. Be comfortable. Dress in comfortable clothing and remember to use the bathroom before you go into the testing situation.

14. Be confident. You know that you are well prepared.

15. Highlight key words. Take your highlighter with you and use it.

16. Do ECRs and BCRs first if you like.

17. Get a good nights sleep.

18. Use different study techniques such as flash cards, and foldables, and notes.

19. Check your answers at least 3 times each!

20. Make sure that you answer all parts of the question. You can help yourself by numbering the bullets and numbering your responses for each.

21. Don’t rush!

22. Don’t give up or get frustrated. 

23. Be on time so that you are relaxed.

24. Use your scrap paper. Ask for more if you need it.

25. Be sure that you understand what the question is asking.

26. Remember that gridins cannot have negative answers.

27. If you don’t get one of the options when you work a multiple choice problem, then redo the problem carefully.

28. Simplify fractions.

29. If lines are perpendicular, then the product of their slopes is –1. Remember to flip and negate to find the slope of a line perpendicular to a given line.

30. If you find the point of intersection of two lines and it is a long decimal, then use matrices to find the intersection point and use MATH, FRAC to change the decimal answer to a fraction to get the exact solution.

31. Remember that the graphing buttons are on the top row of your calculator. Also remember the STATS, VARS, and CALC are very helpful.

32. Remember that ≤ and ≥ symbols with the underline mean that you use solid points or solid lines.

33. When entering equations in y= remember to put fractions in parentheses.

34. If a line rises to the right the slope is positive. If a line rises to the left the slope is negative.

35. If the slopes are the same, then the lines are parallel or they are the same line.   
