A Systematic Approach to Algebra HSA Preparation

In May algebra students will take the state assessment. The following is a systematic approach to making sure that they are as well prepared as possible.

Key components of this approach are:

•
It is systematic.

•
Teachers are in control.

•
Teachers are supported through prepared HSA resources.

•
Students take on the major responsibility of tracking their own performance and progress.

Program Components

HSA Assessments: Assessments are provided so that they may be given to students on a weekly basis. The projected schedule is included in the chart that follows. More of the initial assessments are short with the exception of Form 1, Form 5, and Form PRAC. The May assessments are 50 minutes since most teachers will be doing HSA review full-time in class. Teachers may break these forms into shorter drills if that works better for the classes. Teachers may decide to only give assessments every other week if most of their students are passing. 

	Week 
	Assessment
	Time

(in min)
	Indicators 

	Feb w2
	Form 1
	50
	1.1.1 through 1.2.5, 13 SRs, 1 SPR, 1 ECR

	Feb w3
	Form 2
	30
	1.1.1 through 1.2.5, 8 SRs. 1 SPR, 1 ECR

	Feb w4
	Form 3
	30
	1.1.1 through 1.2.5, 8 SRs. 1 SPR, 1 ECR

	Mar w1
	Form 4
	30
	1.1.1 through 1.2.5, 8 SRs. 1 SPR, 1 ECR

	Mar w2
	Form 5
	50
	3.1.1 through 3.2.3, 10 SRs. 1 SPR, 1 BCR, 1 ECR

	Mar w3
	Form 6
	30
	3.1.1 through 3.2.3, 8 SRs. 1 SPR, 1 BCR

	Mar w4
	Form 7
	30
	3.1.1 through 3.2.3, 8 SRs. 1 SPR, 1 ECR

	Apr w1
	Form PRAC
	150
	Full Length HSA 

	Apr w3
	Form 8
	30
	1.1.1 through 3.2.3

	Apr w4
	Form 9
	30
	1.1.1 through 3.2.3

	May w1
	Form 10
	50
	1.1.1 through 3.2.3

	May w2
	Form 11
	50
	1.1.1 through 3.2.3

	May w3
	Form 12
	50
	1.1.1 through 3.2.3

	May w4
	State HSA
	150
	The state test will be given in late May.


Student Folders: Each student who fails an HSA assessment will keep a folder to chart his or her progress. The folder will contain general information about the test as well as a record sheet that the student will complete after each HSA assessment. The record sheet will allow the student to chart progress and identify areas where practice is needed. After each assessment, the student will put a check or an x in the column next to the indicator for each problem on the assessment. As the semester continues, this documentation will be used by the student, the classroom teacher, and possibly tutorial teachers to help address areas of weakness. For students not passing the Maryland Algebra HSA in May, the folder can be used in the fall to guide assistance given through the HSA remediation course.

Note: Forms 10, 11, and 12 sum to one Full Length HSA








